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Foreword 


As Minister responsible for multiculturalism and 
citizenship in Ontario, I am pleased to introduce A 
Profile of Immigrant Women in Ontario, 1981. This 
is another in the series of special reports based on 
analysis of census data. 


The publication contains computer maps showing the 
distributions of immigrant women across. the 
province as well as in the ten Census Metropolitan 
Areas. Highlights and graphs augment the detailed 
tabulations. 


This profile will serve as an important resource for 
policy development and service delivery. An 
understanding of the characteristics of immigrant 
women in Ontario will assist in tailoring services to 
facilitate their effective integration into our 
society. 


Further information is available in my Ministry to 


supplement data contained in this publication. We 
welcome your inquiries. 


Lily Munro 
Minister 





PREFACE 


A PROFILE OF IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN ONTARIO, 1981 has been produced for 
the Ethnocultural Data Base of the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 
in support of the Ministry's lead role in multiculturalism and settlement. 


The major purpose of the Ethnocultural Data Base is to provide the Ontario 
Government with information about the patterns of residential settlement and 
the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of Ontario's ethnocultural 
and immigrant population. As well, the information provided in this publication 
is expected to be helpful to other levels of government, business and industry, 
community organizations and agencies, post-secondary institutions, and the 
public generally. 


The project was carried out by Brian Harrison, Special Advisor on Social 
Statistics in the Housing, Family and Social Statistics Division of Statistics 
Canada with the assistance of Statistics Canada personne! noted in the 
Acknowledgements section. Maps and graphs were produced in the 
Geocartographics Subdivision of Statistics Canada. General direction of the 
project was provided by Dorene E. Jacobs, Manager, and Maryelle Tetreault, 
Assistant Research Officer, Ethnocultural Data Office, Ontario Ministry of 
Citizenship and Culture. 


This report is the second commissioned from Statistics Canada, based on 1981 
census data. The first, Non-English Speaking Immigrants in Ontario, 1981: Socio- 
Economic Characteristics, was also carried out by Brian Harrison and published 
in 1985 by the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture. 


Copies of both reports, as well as other Ethnocultural Data Base publications, 
may be obtained from the Ontario Government Bookstore, located at 880 Bay 
Street, Toronto, for personal shopping. Out-of-town customers can write to 
Publications Services, 5th Floor, 880 Bay Street, Toronto, Ontario M7A IN8. In 
Metro Toronto, cal! 965-6015. Outside Metro, dial 1-800-268-7540. In area code 
705, call the operator and ask for Zenith 67200. 


Further information about the Ethnocultural Data Base is available from: 


Ethnocultural Data Office, Multicultural Program 
Ministry of Citizenship and Culture 

77 Bloor Street West, 5th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 2R9 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


The 1981 Census showed 963,000 immigrant women in Ontario. This 


represents more than half (53%) of immigrant women in Canada. 


About 83% of immigrant women live in Ontario's ten Census Metropolitan 
Areas (CMAs). Approximately 56% of immigrant women in Ontario live in 


the Toronto CMA. 


The two major sources of Ontario's immigrant women are the United 


Kingdom, where 26% were born and Italy, the birthplace of 12%. 


Immigration patterns for immigrant women have changed considerably over 
the post-war period. The British Isles, which accounts for almost one 
third of immigrant women who came to Canada before 1971, was the source 
of only 14% of those immigrating during the 1971-1981 period. The 
Caribbean and Guyana region, which is the origin of less than 4% of 
immigrant women in the period prior to 1971, accounts for 17% in the 


1971-1981 period. 


The proportion of immigrant women unable to speak English or French well 
enough to conduct a conversation varies from 1% for early immigrants 
(arriving before 1946) to 14% for the most recent immigrants (arriving in 


the period 1971-1981). 


HIGHLIGHTS (Continued) 


Among immigrant women with a mother tongue other than English or French, 
language maintenance (the proportion who use their mother tongue as 
principal home language) is highest for the Chinese, Portuguese, Italian 


and Greek mother tongue groups. 


Immigrant women from South-East Asia and South Asia tend to be better 
educated than women from other regions. They have the highest 
proportions with university degrees (29% and 24% respectively). 

Immigrant women from Southern Europe have the lowest levels of education, 


as two-thirds have less than Grade 9. 


Labour force participation is highest for women born in the Caribbean and 


Guyana region, and South-East Asia. 


An analysis of the occupations of immigrant women shows that women from 
North and Central America have the highest proportions in managerial, 
administrative, professional, scientific, teaching and related 
occupations (37%). This compares to only 8% of women from the Southern 


European region. 


Immigrant women from South America have the lowest average employment 
income ($7,431), with women from Southern Europe having the second lowest 
($8,262). The lowest household incomes are found among women from the. 


Caribbean and Guyana ($26,147) and South America ($27,395). 
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Introduction 


Of the 8.5 million people living in Ontario at the time of the 1981 Census, almost 
one million were women who had immigrated to Canada at some time prior to the 
Census. These women came to Canada from many different countries, and brought with 
them a diversity of personal and family characteristics acquired in their country 
of origin. Their characteristics reflect, to some degree, the immigration policies 
which were prevalent at the time they entered Canada. Policies governing the 
conditions of entry have changed considerably since the beginning of the century, 
and the countries of origin, ethnic composition and skills of immigrants have 
changed accordingly. Even immigrant women who came to Canada during the same 
period have diverse characteristics, depending in part on whether they came as 
family class immigrants or assisted relatives, independents or refugees. Some 
enter the country with a firm knowledge of one of the official languages, a high 
level of education, and a long experience of living in a cultural setting not 
unlike that of Canada. Others are unable to communicate in English or French, have 
low levels of education, and have spent their lifetime in countries where the 
culture and social organization were very different from those of their new 
country. Collectively, immigrant women represent a very heterogeneous group, which 
reflects the political and economic situation in Canada and elsewhere in the world 


at varying periods of our recent history. 


The purpose of this report is to present a profile of immigrant women in Ontario, 
using data available from the 1981 Census of Canada. One of the difficulties in 
presenting a profile of this population arises from the heterogeneity described 
above. In order to present the data in a straightforward manner, the countries of 


origin of immigrants must be grouped together into regions, and this may tend to 


mask differences between countries. The various regions and components which form 
the basis of this study were suggested by personnel of the Ministry of Citizenship 


and Culture, and are shown in Appendix 1. 


For purposes of this study, an immigrant woman is defined as a female 15 years of 
age or older who was born outside Canada and was not a Canadian citizen by birth. 
The demographic, social and economic characteristics of immigrant women are 
presented, with a view to identifying the size, nature and geographic distribution 
of this population as well as important differences in social and economic 
characteristics. The scope of the profile and the method of presentation are 
designed to render it interesting and accessible to a broad range of readers, 
rather than to probe particular problem areas or relationships between variables. 
A number of other studies are listed in the bibliography and will provide readers 


with further insight on some of the questions raised in the following pages. 


The Number of Immigrant Women in Ontario 


How many immigrant women live in Ontario, and what proportion of the population do 


they represent? 


Data from the 1981 Census show that there are approximately 963,000 
(Table 1) immigrant women, that is, female immigrants fifteen years of 


age and older in Ontario. 


Approximately one in four (28%) of the women in the province are 


immigrants. 


Over half (53%) of immigrant women in Canada are located in Ontario. 


The attraction of Ontario for immigrants is also apparent from Table 1. 


While Ontarians comprise 35% of the total population of Canada, they 


account for over half (53%) of the immigrants in the country. 


: The 24% of Ontarians who are immigrants compare to 12% in the rest of 


Canada, and 5% in the United States (figures not shown on table). 


aie 


TABLE 1. Total Population and Immigrant Population by Age and Sex, Canada and 
Ontario, 1981 


a 











Male Female Total 
Canada 
Total Population 
Under 15 2,806,760 2.667,450 2 474,210 
15 Years and Over 9,191,600 7,491,090 18,609,290 
Total 11,958, 360 NZ ZO SSD 24,083 ,495 
Immigrant Population 
| Under 15 132,540 125,840 258, 380 
| 15 Years and Over I 7974070 15811),165 90094 1D 
Total 1,890,510 1.957 ,005 Beto atfess 7A) 
Ontario 
‘Total Population 
Under 15 966,345 918,190 1,884,540 
15 Years and Over 3,244,300 3,405,425 6,649,725 
Total 4,210,645 4,323,620 Boo Zou) 
Immigrant Population 
Under 15 65,065 62,450 127,920 
15 Years and Over 919,495 962,560 1,882,060 
Total 984,560 17,025,015 2,009,580 
| % in Ontario 
| Total Population 
Under 15 34.4 34.4 34.4 
15 Years and Over SE) 36.0 bey) 
Total Bera Dal 35.4 
Immigrant Population 
Under 15 49.1 49.6 49.4 
15 Years and Over 92.59 53.1 Ae Il 
Total Let DLs BS) 


— SS Ce Se CS SS 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 














ONTARIO 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Divisions 


Minimum %: 1.5 
Maximum % : 19.8 
Immigrant Women %: 11.3 
Total Immigrant Women : 962,565 
Total Population : 8,534,260 


than 12% 
=< 2% 
a) 407% 
=< 907 
than 3% 





SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 














Place of Birth of Immigrant Women 


The following sections present data on the place of birth for immigrant women. 


Data for all immigrant women are shown below, followed by data for those who came 


to Canada between 1971 and 1981. 


The two major sources of Ontario's immigrant women are the United Kingdom 


where 26% were born, and Italy, the birthplace of 12% (Table 2). 


The United States is the next largest source of immigrant women (6%) 
followed by Germany (5%), Portugal, Poland and the Netherlands (4% each) 


and Jamaica, USSR and Yugoslavia (3% each). 


The ten countries mentioned above represent the origin of about 70% of 
immigrant women in Ontario. The remaining 30% is divided between a 


myriad of countries from around the world. 


Place of Birth of Recent Immigrants 


The ten major sources account for about 60% of immigrant women with 


period of immigration 1971-1981 (Table 3). 


The United Kingdom was the major source country for immigrant women in 


the 1971-1981 period, with about 13% of immigrant women born in the U.K. 


Portugal, Jamaica, India and the United States follow in importance as 


the places of birth for immigrant women with six to eight percent each. 


The Philippines and Guyana each account for between four and five percent 


of recent immigrants. 


mE Ny fie 


TABLE 2. Major Source Countries for Immigrant Women, Ontario, 1981 





Number 70 
United Kingdom 252,090 LOZ 
Italy Wiz Ti 
United States 54,600 ae 
Germany 45,490 4.7 
Portugal 42,565 4.4 
Netherlands 36,945 368 
Poland 36,560 ee 
Jamaica 31,090 pee 
USSR 30,815 BIB 7: 
Yugoslavia 27,900 oF 
Other 284 ,585 29.6 
Total 962,962 100.0 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
Note: A more detailed table showing selected countries of birth for females born 
outside Canada appears in Appendix 2. 


TABLE 3. Ten Major Sources of Immigrant Women with Period of Immigration 
1971-1981, Ontario, 1981 


Number 7 Of Immigrant 
Women with 
- Period of 
Immigration 
1971-1981 
United Kingdom 32,425 ed 
Portugal eRe lee, io 
Jamaica 18,505 Tae 
India 15,405 6.3 
United States 14,835 Ova! 
Phillipines 45220 io? 
Guyana 10,470 4.3 
Italy 8,485 Beg, 
Hong Kong 8,410 Bg) 
South America Piette) De 
Other 96,120 be le. 
Total 243,545 100.0 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
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Period of Immigration 


The 1981 Census included a question asking people born outside Canada in what year 


they first immigrated to Canada. The results for immigrant women are shown below. 


About one in three of Ontario's immigrant women came to Canada in the 


post-war period 1946-1960 (Table 4). 


: The two subsequent decades (1961-1970 and 1971-1981) account for just 


over half of Ontario women born abroad, with about 25% in each decade. 


About 13% came to Canada before 1946. 


Approximately 75% came to Canada before 1971. 


TABLE 4. Period of Immigration of Immigrant Women, Ontario, 1981 


i ee 


Before 1946 
1946-1960 
1961-1970 
1971-1981 
Total 


a Ope 


Number 


129,045 
333,695 
256,290 
243,545 
962,565 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 


or 
70 


13.4 
34.7 
76.6 
Z2e> 
100.0 


me Kine 


Place of Birth and Period of Immigration 


Changes in immigration patterns in recent years, which have resulted in fewer 
arrivals from traditional sources of immigration, are reflected in Figure 1 which 
shows a comparison of the most recent ten year period (1971-1981) and all preceding 


periods of immigration. 


J 





The British Isles, which accounts for almost one third of women 


immigrating prior to 1971, was the source of only 13.8% in the most 





recent ten year period (Figure 1). 


| : The Carribean and Guyana region, which is the origin of less than 4% of 
| immigrant women in the period prior to 1971, accounts for 16.8% in the 
| 1971-1981 period. It was the major source of immigrant women during the 


most recent decade. 








Like the British Isles, European sources of immigrant women show smaller 
proportions of immigrant women during the 1971-1981 period. Only 


Southern Europe remained a major source of immigrant women, mainly 





because of Portuguese immigration. 


| : The proportion of immigrant women born in Asia increased considerably in 
the most recent decade. Among Asian countries, India and the Philippines 


were the two leading sources of immigrant women during this period. 
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Place of Residence 


; The vast majority (82.6%) of immigrant women in Ontario live in Census 


Metropolitan Areas, according to the 1981 census (Table 5). 


Toronto CMA is the major location of immigrant women, accounting for 


about 56% of immigrant women in the province. 


Of the remaining CMAs, Hamilton is the place of residence of 7% while 


4.5% are located in Ottawa-Hull. 


Just over 17% of immigrant women do not live in a Census Metropolitan 


Area. 


Bs he 


TABLE 5. Immigrant Women by Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) Ontario, 1981 


Number rd 
Census Metropolitan Area 795 ,690 82.6 
Toronto 538,870 Deo, 
Hamilton 67,335 7.0 
Ottawa-Hull (Ontario part) 43,330 Ale 
St. Catharines-Niagara 32,730 3.4 
Kitchener 29,380 Dil 
London Lig eo 2.8 
Windsor 25,690 Led 
Oshawa 135,220 Ue. 
Thunder Bay 9,650 1.0 
Sudbury 7,480 0.8 
Not in Census Metropolitan Area 166,875 Wied 
Total 962,565 100.0 


Note: Data for Census Agglomerations and Census Divisions appear in Appendix 4. 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 








TORONTO Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 





20% Or more 


20a ~ 207 
lS =<92077 
VO fe <5 370 


less than 10% 





SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 


Minimum % : 
Maximum % : 


Immigrant Women % : 
Sr aelayial ols 


Total Immigrant Women 


Total Population : 


Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 


for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 
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HAMILTON Census Metropolitan Area 





IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 







By Census Tracts 





OF More 
















14% -< 17% 



















ee Fe Minimum % : 0.0 

9% —< 11% Maximum % : 27.4 
Immigrant Women %: 12.52 
less than 9% Total Immigrant Women : 67,335 





Total Population : 537,645 








SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 


OTTAWA—HULL Census Metropolitan Area 
(Ontario part only) 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 


12% or more 
9% 2% 


Minimum % : 9% 


Maximum % : 6% 
Immigrant Women % : coor 
Total Immigrant Women : than 3% 
-), Total Population + 





SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 


ST. CATHARINES—NIAGARA 
Census Metropolitan Area 


OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 


15% or more 











less than 6% 





SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 
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KITCHENER Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 









Minimum % : 3.3 
Maximum % : 16.8 
Immigrant Women % : 10.30 
Total Immigrant Women : 29,380 
Total Population : 285,140 





13% or more e ere ss 


11% —< 13% \ Serpeenereneee 


9% =a 11% Penetieniecs 
1%-<_ OF, 





less than 7% 


SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 
























LONDON Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 





fe as ae Minimum 7. 


0.0 

ee Maximum % : 15.2 

Immigrant Women % : 9.73 
Total Immigrant Women : 27,255 
Total Population : 280,060 


13% or more 


it = 1a 
Sie <= 117% 
lp 9% 





less than 7% 


SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 











WINDSOR Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 


OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 











SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 
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OSHAWA Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


ensus Tracts 
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11% or more 


Oo —< 11% 
Minimum % : 6.4 


Maximum % : 12.0 

Immigrant Women % : 9.16 
Total Immigrant Women : 13,990 
Total Population = 152,685 


Lie —< 97 


less than 7% 











SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 


for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 


THUNDER BAY Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 








Minimum % : 4.1 
Maximum % : 15.4 
Immigrant Women % : 8.04 
Total Immigrant Women : 9,625 
Total Populations = 119.7 20 





11% or more 
8% —-< 11% 
o7 =<) Oe 
less than 5% 








SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 


SUDBURY Census Metropolitan Area 


IMMIGRANT WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL POPULATION, 1981 


By Census Tracts 


9% or more 





6% —< 9% 


Minimum % : 0.0 oS —< 67 
Maximum % : 11.9 
Immigrant Women % : 5.03 
Total Immigrant Women : 7,475 
Total Population : 148,690 


less than 3% 








SOURCE: 1981 Census of Canada 
Produced by the Geocartographics Subdivision, Statistics Canada, 
for the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, 1986. 
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Knowledge of Official Languages 


The inability to speak one of the two official languages in Canada constitutes a 


serious problem for immigrant women who wish to participate more fully in the 


economic, social and cultural activities of the country. 


The 1981 Census included a question on whether respondents could converse in 


English, French or both well enough to conduct a conversation. The results of this 


question, classified by period of immigration, are shown in Figure 2 for immigrant 


women. 


The proportion of immigrant women unable to speak English or French well 
enough to conduct a conversation varies from 1.2% of early immigrants 


(before 1946) to 14.0% for the most recent immigrants (1971-1981). 


Almost 10% of immigrant women who arrived during the 1961-1970 period 
were still unable to speak English or French at the time of the 1981 


Census. 


A large majority of immigrant women speak English only (80% or more, 


depending on the period of immigration). 


Pay 7 
Language Maintenance 


The language characteristics of immigrants who came to Canada are greatly 
influenced by the presence of English and French in their environment. 
Two questions, employed for the 1981 Census, permit the analysis of language 
maintenance for immigrant women. Mother tongue, the language first learned and 
still understood, and home language, the language spoken most often at home, can be 
combined to show the percentage of the population who use the former as principal 
language in the home. Figure 3 shows language maintenance for both immigrant men 
and women. | 
The vast majority of immigrants with English mother tongue speak this 
language at home. Approximately 97% of immigrants with English mother 


tongue were maintaining their language, according to the census. 


: Among those with non-official languages, the Chinese, Portuguese, Italian 
and Greek groups have the highest levels of language maintenance, ranging 


from 72% to 83% (refers to aggregate of men and women). 


These are followed by the Ukrainian and Indo-Pakistani groups where just 
over 60% are maintaining their mother tongue as the principal home 


lanquage. 


: With the exception of the residual category (All Other), language 
maintenance is invariably higher for women than men. This may be 
attributable to the lower labour force participation of women and the 


fewer contacts with English that result. 


‘ Languages often spoken by earlier immigrants to Canada (e.g., German, 


Netherlandic) have low levels of language maintenance. 
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Number of Children Ever Born 


The Census question on the number of children born to ever-married women enables 
the presentation of fertility statistics for women who were not single at the time 


of the 1981 Census. 


: At younger ages, the variations in fertility by place of birth are 
slight, but substantial differences occur for older age groups. In the 
50-59 age group, when fertility has been completed, the South-East Asians 
have the greatest number of children born (5.0) followed by other Asian 


women, and those from the Caribbean and Guyana (Table 6). 


The lowest levels of fertility are found among women from Central and 


Eastern Europe, and the British Isles. 


; Differences in the fertility of immigrant women (collectively) and 


non-immigrant women are slight at most ages. 


= see 


TABLE 6. Average Number of Children Born to Immigrant and Non-immigrant Women(1) by 
Place of Birth and Age Group, Ontario, 1981 


pi i ee ee 


Age Group 





Place of Birth 





-_———— 


15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ Total 


a a a a a a 





$$ 





North & Central America UGE) 10 lee Doe bys 26 Zed Ze 
Caribbean & Guyana Wigs. ips Died. 3.0 Dial 4.5 Ce) 48) 
South America OF? ess ea) 2.8 bP) oe 3.6 Foes) 
British Isles 0.4 0 19 2.4 eG 2.4 2.4 Ton 
Central Europe Ores) 1.0 thodl Lae Ze 2.0 204 2.0 
Northern & Western Europe WiB/4 5 4 eo a2? 3.4 3.5 oO. Figs 2) 
Eastern Europe Oey 1.4 ZO Zoe Ziad fat) sce) Zig 
Southern Europe 0.4 1.4 Leo 2.8 AY 3.6 455) (4g 4) 
Africa 0.5 1.0 1.8 256 3.4 bie) 3.4 Dal 
East Asia 0.6 0.8 138 2.8 be) 4.1 3.6 Zee 
South Asia 0.4 iy ZU Za bid 4.8 4.5 2.3 
South-East Asia 0.3 de tee Lao 5.0 5.7 De? 226 
Other Us Lin’ 230 225 By) a6 3.4 2.4 
Total 0.4 Vez Ze 226 2.8 2.8 226 2.4 
Non-Immigrant Women 0.4 1.0 2.0 d.0 Baz Zo tae | Deo 


———-— a a a ee ee 


(1) Refers only to ever-married women. Single women are not asked to report the 
number of children they have borne at the time of the Census. 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
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Number of Children at Home 


While the information on number of children ever-born is a useful measure of 
fertility, it does not indicate whether children are co-residing with their 
parent(s). Data on the number of children at home must be employed for this 
purpose. The variations which result are similar to those presented in the 


preceding section. 


Immigrant women from Central and Eastern Europe, along with those from 
the British Isles have the smallest family size, as measured by the 
number of children at home. This is attributable to the relatively large 
proportion of women from countries who have no children living with them 


(Table 7). 


: Women from the Caribbean and Guyana, Southern Europe and South-East Asia 


have the largest average family size at 1.8 children per women. 


The average number of children at home for non-immigrant women is only 


Slightly lower than immigrant women. 
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Education 


Women from South Asia and South-East Asia are generally better educated 
than their counterparts from other regions. Among women from South-East 
Asia 28.9% have university degrees while among those from South Asia the 
percentage is 23.8%. The higher levels of education of women from these 
sources persists for both the 15-34, and 35 and over age groups (see 


Table 11). 


Immigrant women from Southern and Eastern Europe have the highest 
proportions with less than Grade 9 education. Among Southern Europeans, 


66.2% have less than Grade 9 education (Table 8). 


: The younger immigrant women are far better educated than their 
predecessors. Only 14.5% of those in the 15-34 age group have less than 


Grade 9 education, compared to 39.7% of women 35 years of age or older. 


Overall, non-immigrant women are better educated than their immigrant 
counterparts, principally because the latter group has a large percentage 


with less than Grade 9 education. 


ashes 


TABLE 8. Immigrant Women* and Non-Immigrant Women by Place of Birth, Level of 
Schooling and Age group, Ontario, 1981 


—_—_—_—_—_—— a a nm a a i a a 


Less 9-13 9-13 Non- Some Univ. Total 








than no with Univ. Univ. Degree 
15-34 Grade cert. cert. Post- 
Place of Birth 2 Second 

rd rd 70 rd 70 0 %0 
North & Central America DOM cGeeli. GO 1oco e NOcleacigo. 100.0 
Caribbean & Guyana 6.0 GeZ)/n9 DAlG.5) 42) 5.3 aan 100.0 
South America Mie) Pe 20, Onb sly. G 82959 8971.0 ig2) AOOLO 
British Isles lie eZ <p? Oe eae OA | Gay Use Ob a6) 
Central Europe 4.1 Zl) were, 6 7 B67 F270 910020 
Northern & Western Europe Dl ZO el is 2 ee 2 ae 1.8) 10.07 o9 100.0 
Eastern Europe Lode eto. O-Mail els | 8.1 12 100.0 
Southern Europe D1 206 Melo elie Z ta O jae) 2.8 100.0 
Africa McOe Melis nani. ee oD. 4 2.9 9 ABS 10020 
East Asia 1064 1.95.05) 24.7 10.0 21.4 — 100-50 
South Asia Del NI OeO SOND 86) V6C9) Pate 8820 ot 100.0 
South-East Asia LP er eM TE a oe AN a AT res MeAIB 
Other 1 COMME cOr Melo 2 mec. i tel 10335°= 100720 
Total 147,52 “2454 Lisl hy  ¥4svrlt) 7.8 10.4 100.0 

4.1 D2. 1 24.8 24.5 Sipe) 8.6 100.0 
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Less 9-13 9-13 Non- Some Univ. Total 





















than no with Univ. Univ. Degree 
35 Years and over Grade= cert. cert.) Post— 
}Place of Birth v Second 

70 70 0 0 70 %0 7 
‘North & Central America TOR Oe ew tee rel T2528) 10056 
Caribbean & Guyana 202 oD be vie) oS: Ao 3.6 100.0 
South America SOR I Zia Eel OIE Se il 7.2 100.0 
British Isles Zing 2 ORL es melee eZareG Del Cod et UU 
‘Central Europe Bler(ss | (Allee, 8.6 26.0 4.6 Peo eeOGeU 
Northern & Western Europe SOO eee owl oh = Ya igs Be) 2.5 100.0 
Eastern Europe ES i ee | Gee «eae 5.6 4.2 100.0 
Southern Europe T2776 10.2 paz Dal TZ 0.4 100.0 
Africa 2076 0 ecto de 2/8 Ue! 8.6 100.0 
‘East Asia 43.8 18.1 Dee el Lig 6.1 9.4 100.0 
‘South Asia Zits ae 0 sao 22D Del? BAe 1o0eu 
South-East Asia Zi) 220 Tite (O59 “Wet” 20.55 10000 
Other Dol Vice tee ae 126 Oa 100.0 
Total OO ls es | 9.0 18.3 ao 4.4 100.0 
Non-immigrant Women Zot4e2.0, 12.1 Dee 5.0 4.2 100.0 
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TABLE 8. Immigrant Women* and Non-Immigrant Women by Place of Birth, Level of 
Schooling and Age group, Ontario, 1981 - concluded 


Less 9-13 9-13 Non- Some Univ. Total 


than no with Univ. Univ. Degree 
Total Grade cert. cert. Post- 
Place of Birth 9 Second 

70 0 % 7” rd % % 
North & Central America AG. ee Zl 1De2) ~ Vis V3.0 5 sete ree OL eo) 
Caribbean & Guyana Va 1 E2966: 2AZC8 255505 4.8 3.4 100.0 
South America 2050 5 2a UMea4.6. 25.) el OD (eee O 
British Isles Ute aL 56,7 7401 Zope 4.3 53 6ron LUOS0 
Central Europe DiS WeecUe?) 9 A0.S SEZ 7.0 2 ey) Sx Z-eH 10020 
Northern & Western Europe O16 eZ | TI 3 Ee ONZ 4.7 4.2 100.0 
Eastern Europe A6.2 27.6 2.00 NG. Cae 4.6. (100.0 
Southern Europe 66.275 © toe ead 8.0 Ve7 Teal 100.0 
Africa Ne) lee eae? a lee SS ws he | 100.0 
East Asia Dll): PALO 4 © alee ly 3 TF “1368 ~ sl COcO 
South Asia 18.5 1G.4° 722.85 1837 9.9 (235.8 10050 
South-East Asia 16-019 1220 eros the aa W9eZz. 9 28.9 1 00e8 
Other ZOO P2069 Seles, e206 8.7 AAP si 6 el 
Total 55.0 5 2451 Mio ertez0.1 5.4 6.0 100.0 
Non-Immigrant Women oy ee 7 8 8 Nm aa 1 Sets AVE 5.4 6.0 100.0 


* Excludes those attending school full-time. 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
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Labour Force Participation 


Census questions on work activity enable the study of labour force participation, 
that is, the percentage of respondents who had a job or were looking for work in 


the week prior to enumeration. 


: Labour force participation is highest for women born in the Caribbean and 
Guyana and for South-East Asia, and lowest for the regions of Europe 
(except Southern Europe), the British Isles, and North and Central 


America (Table 9). 


: Differences in the overall labour force participation of immigrant and 


non-immigrant women are slight. 


With the exception of the 15-24 age group, where many are still attending 
school, the labour force participation rates are always highest for the 


Caribbean and Guyana region. 
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TABLE 9. Immigrant Women and Non-Immigrant Women by Place of Birth and Age Group 
Showing Labour Force Participation Rate, Ontario, 1981 


Place of Birth 


North & Central America 
Caribbean & Guyana 
South America 

British Isles 

Central Europe 

Northern & Western Europe 
Eastern Europe 

Southern Europe 

Africa 

East Asia 

South Asia 

South-East Asia 

Other 

Total 


Non-Immigrant Women 


Source: 


Age Group 


2066 9 3/07 20 
ENGI Taste) 
93.2 64.5 
65.9 JU.6 
6457? 274.0. 
61.4 69.9 
60.6 74.6 
68.4 65.2 
CU) 7 a.s 
56.4 74.8 
28.8 69.3 
os) LOLs 
Did ee Oth 
ei A isi 
64.6. 70.2 


15-24 25-34 33- 44 45-54 aoe 65+ 


67.6 586231 952 Te2 
86.92) (8162 955.6" 1224 
735.4 62.5 30.8 4.4 
74.0 69.7 45.1 4.9 
69 751. G2 1S WaT 36 6.8 
Gist 251 54.7 a7 
14.9. =* 63.8" 40.6 2 504 
6957, 22047) GooLU 4.1 
TSe2, "68559 O15 8.7. 
73.4 69.0 31.6 6.9 
76.4. 64.0. ¥ 303328) 6.7 
86.4 70.1 34.5 oul 
70-49 (65.99) 917.0 5.8 
12.1. 36956) 4262 5.6 
GIF le ee 6.8 


1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 


Total 
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46.1 
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70.6 
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Occupation 


The occupations of immigrant women are affected by a host of personal and 
environmental characteristics. The types of jobs these women have will depend on 
their age, education, knowledge of English or French, amount of time spent in 
Canada and other factors. The purpose of this section is to present the 
occupational differences between groups of immigrant women, rather than to probe 


the reasons for these differences. 


There is a wide variation in occupations according to the place of birth 


of immigrant women (Table 10). 


Immigrant women from North and Central America and from South-East Asia 
have relatively high proportions in managerial, administrative, 
professional, scientific, teaching and related occupations, with 36.5% 


and 31.1% respectively. 


° Women from Southern Europe have by far the smallest proportions in this 
category (managerial ...) with 7.8% followed by South America with 
13.7%. Immigrant women from Southern Europe also have the smallest 
proportion in the clerical and related occupations (19.7%). They tend to 
be more concentrated in "processing" type and in service occupations, 


where they form a large percentage of the female work force in Ontario 


° Though much fewer in number, women from South America follow an 


occupational pattern similar to their Southern European counterparts. 
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Women from Africa, the British Isles, and the Caribbean and Guyana have 
high percentages in the clerical and related occupations. Almost 
one-third of immigrant women reporting an occupation in the 1981 Census 


are found in this category. 
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Income 


The purpose of this section is to present some basic income data on immigrant 
women, rather than to provide explanations for observed differences in income. A 
small monograph could be written on the latter subject, which would require that we 
consider not only the education and age of immigrant women, but also occupations, 
the length of residence in Canada, whether they are working full-time or part-time, 
and other factors. In addition, other measures of income inequality might yield 
results that differ from those shown in the following tables using averages. The 
analysis is not meant to be exhaustive but rather to point to possible problem 


areas and disparities in incomes. 


Immigrant women from South America have the lowest average employment 
income ($7,431), with women from Southern Europe having the second lowest 
($8,262). The lowest household incomes are found among women from the 
Caribbean and Guyana ($26,147) and South America ($27,395). In fact, 
these are the only two categories where the average household income is 


less than $30,000 (Table 11). 


The highest average employment income is found among women from Central 


Europe ($10,331), followed by those from South-East Asia ($10,017). 


Among women who do not have high levels of education (less than Grade 9, 
Grade 9-13), those from South-East Asia, North and Central America, and 
South America have the lowest average employment incomes. Women from 


Central and Eastern Europe have the highest. 
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Average employment incomes show considerable variations among immigrant 
women with university degrees. The highest are found for women from 
Eastern Europe and the British Isles, ($16,594 and $16,495 
respectively); the lowest incomes appear for women from South Asia 


($12,210) and South America ($10,798). 


If we examine the two age groups for which averages are shown (under 35, 
35 and over), we find that women from South America have among the lowest 
employment incomes in both age groups. Women from Southern Europe have 
the lowest employment incomes in the over 35 age group, and are also low 


in the under 35 age group. 
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Region 


North and Central America 


Caribbean & Guyana 


South America 


British Isles 


Central Europe 


Northern & Western Europe 







-astern Europe 


»outhern Europe 


frica 


‘ast Asia 
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Appendix 1 
Regions and their Components 
Components 


United States of America 
Mexico 
Other North and Central America 


Barbados 

Haiti 

Jamaica 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Other Caribbean and Bermuda 
Guyana 


Argentina 

Brazil 

Chile 

Ecuador 

Other South America (excluding Guyana) 


United Kingdom 
Irish Republic 


Austria 
Czechoslovakia 
Germany 
Hungary 

Poland 
Switzerland 


Belgium 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Sweden 


Romania 
USSR 
Yugoslavia 


Greece 
Italy 
Malta 
Portugal 
Spain 


Hong Kong 

Japan 

Korea 

Republic of China 
Taiwan 
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Appendix 1 (cont'd) 


Region 


South Asia 


South-East Asia 


Other 


Components 


India 
Pakistan 
Other South Asia 


Philippines 
Vietnam 
Other South East Asia 
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Appendix 2 


Table A-1. Females Born Outside Canada(1) showing Selected Countries of Birth, 
Ontario, 1961 


Australia 2,685 
Austria a.a7 3 
Belgium ae ea) 
Caribbean and Bermuda 10,940 
Central Africa 180 
Central America 3,700 
Czechoslovakia lite Wie 
Denmark 5920 
Eastern Africa 8,030 
Egypt 259790 
Finland 7,845 
France De Lo 
Germany (2) 48,305 
Greece Z4,815 
Guyana 16,865 
Haiti 470 
Hong Kong 135145 
Hungary V7 24d 
India 24,085 
Irish Republic (Eire) cai 
® Italy T2029 
_ Jamaica 36,035 
Japan 25 250 
Korea(3) 6,070 
Lebanon 4,300 
Malta WS) e) 
Netherlands D7, 60> 
Northern Africa(4) 1,460 
Norway 815 
Oceania(5) 1,470 
Pakistan 4. 345 
People's Republic of China 10, 330 
Philippines ie ie 745) 
Poland 36,995 
Portugal 47,630 
Romania Say AS 
South America(6) 12,915 
South Asia(7) 1,580 


(1) Includes females under 15 years of age 
(2) Includes East Germany and West Germany 
(3) Includes North Korea and South Korea 
(4) Excludes Egypt 

(5) Excludes Australia 

(6) Excludes Guyana 

(7) Excludes India and Pakistan 
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Table A-1. Females Born Outside Canada(1) showing Selected Countries of Birth, 
Ontario, 1981 - cont'd 


South East Asia(8) 6,610 
Southern Africa 6,625 
Spain 25200 
Sweden 1,700 
Switzerland 2,800 
Taiwan A420 
Trinidad and Tobago 14,345 
United Kingdom 265,880 
United States 62,750 
U.S.S.R. a1 5020 
Vietnam 7,810 
Western Africa 1,010 
Western Asia(9) 10,295 
Yugoslavia 5275 
Other 3.250 
Total 1,032,670 


(8) Excludes Philippines and Vietnam 
(9) Excludes Lebanon 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Catalogue Number 93-930 (Volume 2 - Provincial 
Series), Table 8. 
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Appendix 3 


Definitions 


Immigrant Woman 


Refers to a female 15 years of age or older who was born outside Canada and 


was not a Canadian citizen by birth according to the 1981 Census. 


Non-Immigrant 


Refers to those who were born in Canada. Note that Canadian citizens born 


outside Canada (about 16,000) are included in this category. 


Period of Immigration 


| Refers to groupings of years derived from years of immigration reported by 


| persons who are not Canadian citizens by birth. 


Mother Tongue 


Refers to the first language learned in childhood and still understood by an 


individual. 


Home Language 


Refers to the specific language spoken at home by the respondent at the time 
of the Census. If more than one language was spoken, the language spoken most 


often by the respondent was to be reported. 


Official Languages 


Refers to the ability to conduct a conversation in either of the official 


languages of Canada. 


ash es 


Census Family 


Refers to a husband and wife (with or without children who have never married, 
regardless of age), or a lone parent of any marital status, with one or more 
children who have never married, regardless of age, living in the same 
dwelling. For census purposes, persons living in a common-law type of 

| arrangement are considered as now married, regardless of their legal marital 
status; they accordingly appear as husband-wife family in the census family 


tables. 


Highest Level of schooling 


Refers to the highest grade or year of elementary or secondary school 


attended, or the highest year of university or other non-university completed. 


Labour Force Activity 


Refers to the labour market activity of the population 15 years of age and 
over, excluding inmates, who, in the week prior to enumeration (June 3, 1981) 
were employed or unemployed. The remainder of the working age population are 


classified as not in the labour force. 


Occupation 


Refers to the kind of work persons 15 years of age and over, excluding 
inmates, were doing during the reference week, as determined by their 
reporting of their kind of work and the description of the most important 
duties in their job. If the person did not have a job during the week prior 
to enumeration, the data relate to the job of longest duration since January 
1, 1980. Persons with two or more jobs were to report the information for the 


job at which they worked the most hours. 
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Employment income 


Refers to the total income received by persons 15 years of age and over during 
1980 as wages and salaries, net income from non-farm self-employed and/or net 


farm income. 


Household income 
Refers to a derived variable summing the total incomes of all members of the 


household. 
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Appendix 4 
Table A-2. Immigrant Women by Census Agglomeration of Residence, Ontario, 1981 


Number 7 Immigrant as 
7% Of Population 


Census Agglomeration 71,890 8.3 
Cornwall 1,700 az 6.6 
Hawkesbury 145 - Ba 
Smiths Falls 395 ~ Deal 
Brockville fete da, Ay ate 
Pembroke 535 out aan 
Petawawa 455 ~ 8.2 
Kingston 7,660 8 14.5 
Belleville 22040 4 929 
Trenton 1,205 fe 10.7 
Cobourg lech a 13.5 
Peterborough 4,475 ye) 10.7 
Lindsay 860 “4 v1ES: 
Brant ford 1,202 <3 18.0 
Guelph 7,580 Hs] 2053 
Fergus 665 ll 11.6 
Stratford 1,810 ay, VEZ 
Chatham Ty Seb) =o 1339 
Leamington 2,785 5) 28.8 
Sarnia 6,720 ot Nez 
Owen Sound 1,005 on 8.2 
Barrie 4,425 sts) tos? 
Orillia 1042 Avs 12.4 
Midland doo ys Fe3 
North Bay he &: ae 7.4 
Haileybury 370 ~ Del 
Sault Ste. Marie 6,215 at food 
Kenora 780 1 10.0 

Total in Census Metropolitan 

Area or Census Agglomeration 867,580 A 


A a A RR A RE 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
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Table A-3. Immigrant Women by Census Division, Ontario, 1981 





Number 7 Of Immigrant Immigrants 
Women in Ontario as % of CD 
Population 





Glengarry County (fee) a a0 
Prescott County 510 onl 3.6 
Russell County bee - LG 
Stormont County 2,020 Ze 6.8 
Dundas County Tiss: eA Ona 
Ottawa Carleton 43,635 4.5 1DOR6 
Grenville County ie56> 1 ite) 
Leeds County 2620 2 TOSS 
Lanark County 1,410 1 6.9 
Frontenac County 1,125 7 14.3 
Lennox and Addington County 1,440 1 Pics 
Hastings County 4,750 5 od 
Prince Edward County 1,180 1 10.4 
Northunberland County DOOD 4 Zien 
Peterborough County 5,340 6 10.6 
Victoria Country 2,305 Ads 920 
Durham Regional Municipality 224902 2.6 oe 
York Regional Municipality 29,485 Sa LO <2 
Toronto Metropolitan Municipality Qt, 50> 43.6 41.0 
Peel Regional Municipality 135560 Jae 529 
Dufferin County 2,360 3 (o56 
Wellington County 10,435 ied 174 
Halton Regional Municipality 28 ,830 2.0 Zao 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Municipality 53,090 Dia ZO oo 
Niagara Regional Municipality 2 oS, 4.1 2230) 
Haldimand-Norfolk Regional Municipality 6,225 6 14.8 
Brant County 8,405 au) 16.9 
Waterloo Regional Municipality 30,010 Del Zee 
Perth County D200 3 1025 
Oxford County D200 6 Weed. 
Elgin County ye Oe 5 15:36 
Kent County 6,290 a Zyl 
Essex County BUA c) she) DEA Lagi 
Lambton County 8,585 Ae Woe. 
Middlesex County he ily i, Del (ead 
Huron County 2,340 2 bart 
Bruce Country 2,245 2 ane 
Grey County 2,792 A Bag 
Simcoe County 14,290 ee, 13.4 
Muskoka District Municipality 1,900 cz 236 
Haliburton County 455 - 8.4 
Renfrew County 2,880 oo fa 
Nipissing District 2,280 Bs G1 
Parry Sound District tg ou> a iw 
Manitoulin District 170 ~ 3.6 
Sudbury District 635 a 4.8 
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Table A-3. Immigrant Women by Census Division, Ontario, 1981 - concluded 














Number 7 Of Immigrant Immigrants 
Women in Ontario as % of CD 
Population 





Sudbury Regional Municipality 7,710 8 10.4 
Timiskaming District 1,480 2 7.4 
Cochrane District 2,700 5 6.6 
Algoma District 1,745 8 AZE5 
Thunder Bay District Ue, het 15.4 
Rainy River District ay (BD 1 110 
Kenora District Zs l09 2 Oo e7 
Total 962 ,560 100.0 


a a a a 


Source: 1981 Census of Canada, Unpublished Data. 
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